RHETORICAL CHALLENGE #2

When JonBenet Ramsey was killed in December of 1996 in the basement of her family’s home in Boulder, Colorado, a ransom note was found on the stairs leading up to her second-floor bedroom.  The note began:

Mr. Ramsey: 

Listen carefully! We are a group of individuals that represent a small foreign faction. We respect your business but not the country that it serves. At this time we have your daughter in our possession. She is safe and unharmed, and if you want her to see 1997, you must follow our instructions to the letter. 

Rhetoricians who saw just this portion of the note immediately knew that the note was a fake, that it was NOT written by the person who claimed to be writing it. In other words, the writer made a mistake in his or her ethos. How?

