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CSUDH - College of Business and Public Policy - SYLLABUS 
ACC. 333, Federal Income Taxation I 

Fall 2020 (version 8/24/2020) 
Day/Time                            Sec.            Time        Room   Class #  
Monday/Wednesdays    (01)  10:00 - 11:15 a.m. Alt Inst. 33  48555 
Instructor:    Richard Malamud 
Office Location:  SBS D-326 (not in service Fall 2020) 
Office Hours:   Mon. & Wed. 8:15 -9:30 am and by appointment 
Phone Number:  (310) 243-2239 
E-mail Address:   RMALAMUD@CSUDH.EDU  
Website:  http://www2.csudh.edu/rmalamud/333.htm (not up to date) 
Catalog:  Federal income tax –individuals & sole proprietorships. Prerequisite: ACC 230 
Catalog Issues: You are responsible for all issues addressed in the catalog including, 
but not limited to, add and drop dates, policy against plagiarism, cheating, etc. 
Academic Integrity: Cheating or plagiarism in connection with an academic program or 
class at a campus is subject to discipline as provided in Sections 41301 through 41304 of 
Title 5, California Code of Regulations.  Please see the University Catalog for further 
information.  
Statement on Disabled Students Services:  Students with verified disabilities are 
eligible for a variety of support services from the Student Disability Resource Center. 
Information regarding special facilities and services available to students with a disability 
may be obtained from the Director of the center. Office. Phone 243-3660 (voice) or 243-
2028 (TDD).  http://www3.csudh.edu/student-affairs/dss/default.html  
Required Textbook: Pearson’s Federal Taxation 2021, Comprehensive, 34 edition – or 
individual version.  (Pope) Rupert & Anderson (book or ebook) 
ISBN 13:  9780135896051 
You can also get by using last year’s book (2020). We will discuss this during the first class. 

   (formerly Prentice Hall’s Federal Taxation) 
Alternatives – E version or rental of you can use the individual book.  If you can’t afford the 
textbook there are some alternatives that aren’t as good as the textbook. 
Last year’s book is on reserve in the Library. 
 Also, an alternative if you have Cengage Unlimited (or even if you don’t) is the 
Cengage Book – South-Western Federal Taxation 2021: 24rd Edition ($69.49 ?) by Maloney, 
Raabe, Hoffman, Jr., & Young online or free with Cengage Unlimited $119.99 per semester 
?).  It has similar materials but the chapters and questions are different, but that is far better 
than no book! 
1. A prior year version of the same book (or Prentice Hall’s Federal Taxation (2020 or 

even 2019 only), individual or comprehensive – but there are some changes.   
2. If you use another book or an older one, you are responsible to update the 

information.  It will be in the lecture, outline and Power Points. 
2. IRS Pub. 17 – http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p17.pdf ($ 0), Not updated for 2020  
3. CCH U.S. Master Tax Guide 2021 not published yet or 2020 - ($10 - $87.00) not 
updated. 
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Information made available on BlackBoard: 
A course outline, by chapter.  It will be used for review before each test. 
The Power Points will be available, but they may be updated just before class as they 
are reviewed before each lecture.  They will be used in the Zoom lectures. 

Course Goal: To introduce concepts of federal income taxation of individuals. 
Student Leaning Objectives 
1. Identify what goes into taxable income formula,  
2. Differentiate between the filing status and exemptions,  
3. Identify and calculate the personal and dependency exemptions (now credits),  
4. Calculate taxpayer’s gross income, adjusted gross income and taxable income,  
5. Calculate the proper depreciation deduction,  
6. Identify the proper tax forms for various income or deductions and calculations,  
7. Identify the proper court to bring a refund action,  
8.  Understand the flow (Forms used) in a basic income tax return,   
9.  Calculate the proper depreciation deduction,  
10. Compute an individual’s income tax rate. 
Drops: It is the student’s responsibility to drop the class, even if you don’t attend class.  
Course Expectations: You are expected to read the assigned material prior to class.  
You are expected to attend class and ask questions or watch the recorded lecture (see 
below).  Ask questions! 
Classes will be conducted on Zoom at 10:00 AM – 11:15 AM Monday and 
Wednesdays.  Attendance is not required.  I will try to record and place each 
lecture on Zoom, but mistakes in recording happen so if you don’t attend live, there 
is no guarantee there will be a recorded lecture, but there is every hope that will 
occur. 
Attendance Policy:  Attendance is therefore highly recommended.   
Computer/Information Literacy Expectations for Students enrolled in this class: 
Students in this class are expected to: 1) use the university email system Toromail, 2) 
use Blackboard to get handouts and access tests and Zoom, 3) take the tests online 
using BlackBoard and unlikely, but possibly use Excel and Word (or a similar program 
such as numbers on the Mac). 
If you don’t have access to a computer or pad, please make arrangements to get one 
from CSUDH or to use one in the labs at CSUDH.  If access is a problem, please infrom 
me before any the first class or before the test(s). 
Statement on expected behavioral standards: 
Behavior that persistently or grossly interferes with classroom activities is considered 
disruptive behavior and may be subject to disciplinary action. Such behavior inhibits other 
students' ability to learn and an instructor's ability to teach. The instructor may require a 
student responsible for disruptive behavior to leave class pending discussion and 
resolution of the problem and may also report a disruptive student to the Student Affairs 
Office (WH A-410, 310-243-3784) for disciplinary action. 
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That includes Zoom Bombing, intentionally not muting your microphone when not 
speaking in the Zoom lecture, etc. 
Due Dates: For tests, except for unusual cases, there will be no make ups for tests as 
tests dates usually are for a one week period.  Take the exam the first day possible and 
later events will not effect you!  Dates will be announced in class.  If you are not in class, 
you are responsible for finding out about test dates. 

THIS IS NOT AN ONLINE COURSE  
 It is a lecture course taught on Zoom. 
You should attend the Zoom classes. 

Grading:  
There will be four 35 question multiple choice online Black Board exams.  Each question 
will count as one point.  There may be one or two tax returns.  They will extra credit, 
between 1 and 5 points each if assigned.  Information regarding any test or tax return will 
be given in class but may also be posted on Blackboard. 
There may be a 5 point extra credit Excel project.   
The class grade will not be based on a standard 90% - A, 80% B, etc.  Instead, grades 

will be based on a relative curve of all results; to prevent group test taking and 
cheating.  

Scores, information and Tests will be on Blackboard: 
All test scores will be on Black Board.  Anyone who wants information about their grade 
should see me during office hours or before or after class.  After each test, I will provide 
the tentative curve on in class (Zoom).  But, because you can drop one test, the curve is 
not accurate as it will change.  Plus, the curve will be based on the total points at the end 
of the semester.  Thus, each test will not be graded separately. 
Why you are prohibited from working together on tests - If I find out that you worked 
together, you will receive a 0 and that test will not be dropped, plus possible cheating 
consequences based on University Policy.  Your grade is based on a class curve.  So, if 
you give answers to another student, that will hurt your grade as the curve will adjust up.  
Also to prevent cheating, there is no backtracking.  The test question are assigned 
randomly to prevent two student from working together, but everyone gets the same 
questions. 
Memo , Excel & Tax Returns: None at this time. I may add some during the semester 

with any assignments being worth up to 5 points each. 
Exams/Tests: All exams will be on BlackBoard, multiple choice 35 questions, 1 point 
each.  Tests should be one hour and are open book.  You should not try to look up all of 
the answers or you will run out of time. But, you can look up whatever you want, but no 
“phone a friend”, that is cheating.  However, you will be given 75 minutes to complete the 
test, so you can look up a few answers.  Please make sure you take the test on a good 
computer with good Internet connections. Test BlackBoard compatibility in advance.   
Tests may be curved so they are about equal to each other (either up or down).  The 
actual dates of the exams will be announced in class.  Late tests will only be allowed for 
medical or other emergencies communicated on a timely basis before we go over the 
exam answers in class.  It is your responsibility to make sure you have BlackBoard 
access and can run the software in your browser. 
If you have requested additional time due to a disability, please send me the official 
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notification, but also, please remind me before the first test, so I can change that in 
BlackBoard. 
Drop:  I will drop one test, but you must take all four tests in order to drop one and get at 

least a 10 on each one to drop it.  The lowest of your 4 tests will be dropped. 
Class Participation: I reserve the right to give up + or - of up to 5 points; but this is rare. 
Grading Curve:  The grades will be ranked.  The goal is a class curve with an average 

GPA of about 2.6 to 3.0 depending on the quality of the work.  The grade will be a 
curve based on the performance of the class.  

Additional Information:  Hints for a better grade:  Classroom time will be used to 
reinforce and clarify what you have already tried to learn before coming to class.  
You are not expected to understand everything assigned, but you are expected to 
have read it.  You should: 

  1) do all of the assigned reading before class and take the quizzes, 
 2) attend class, listen, take notes, participate, and ask questions. 
Late Exams:  See Above  
Emails:  You are responsible for emails sent via Black Board to the campus email 

account.  Please forward Toro Mail if you don’t check it regularly.  
Textbook Chapters -  
Test:  -  Chapter - Table of Contents Individuals 
Test 1 Chapter 1:    An Introduction to Taxation 

 Chapter 1:    Middle of the book - Tax research 

 Chapter 2:    Determination of Tax 

 Chapter 14:   Special Tax Comp. Methods, Tax Credits, and Payments of Tax 

Test 2 Chapter 3:     Gross Income: Inclusions 

 Chapter 4:     Gross Income: Exclusions 

Test 3 Chapter 8:      Itemized Deductions 

 Chapter 6:      Deductions and Losses 

Test 4 Chapter 10:    Depreciation, Cost Recovery, Amortization, and Depletion 

 Chapter 9:      Employee Expenses and Deferred Compensation 

 Chapter 5:      Property Transaction: Capital Gains and Losses 

 Chapter 7:      Losses and Bad Debts 

 Chapter 12:    Property Transactions: Nontaxable Exchanges 

If any of you have Cengage Unlimited, then if you want to buy their book (for free) here is a conversion for 
the chapters in the assigned Parson’s book.  This is not a substitute book, but it is similar and it is far better 
then no book at all.  Use it at your own risk, but it will give you sufficient information to do well in this 
class.  Since the problems used for review will be discussed in class, you will be able to follow them.  

For those using the alternative text, Cengage’s Southwest Taxation, here is an 
approximate chapter equivalent to the assigned Pearson’s Federal Taxation 

Ch.         Pearson's Fed. Tax.         Ch in Cengage – South-Western 
1 Intro to Taxation 1 Introductions 
1 Middle of Book Research 2 Working with the Tax Law 

2 Determination of Tax 3 Computing the tax 
14 Special Tax Calculations 12 Tax Credits 
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3 Gross Income: Inclusions 4 Gross Income 
4 Gross Income: Exclusions 5 Exclusions 
6 Deductions and Losses 6 Deductions 
8 Itemized Deductions 10 Itemized Deductions 
10 Depreciation 8 Depreciation 

9 EE Expenses 9 Employee/Self Employed 
5 Property Cap. Gains 14 Capital Gains 
7 Losses / Bad Debt 11 Investment Losses PAL 
12 Non Taxable Exchange 13 Capital Gains 

 
First day of class, please fill in your guess as to the federal tax for the following examples.  
There are no wrong answers.  Guess the Federal tax for 2019.   
Possible discussion on the first day, time permitting.  These are issues we will cover 
during the semester, so you don’t need to know the answers, but why not try guessing. No 
looking this up. 

1. How much tax would you pay if you made $100,000 and are married?  You 
answer this without any more information. 

a. What assumptions would you make to answer this question?  
2. If you, a U.S. Citizen, leave the U.S., do you still have to file a tax return if you 

made $200,000? 
3. If you have a $25,000 bank account in a foreign country that doesn’t earn any 

interest, must you report the ownership of that account to the U.S.? 
a. What if it’s your mother’s account, but you have signature power over it? 

4. You are happily married and living with your spouse in CA.  Your spouse makes 
$100,000 and you make nothing.  How much must you report if you file 
separately. 

a. What if you were always residents of Kentucky? 
5. You purchase a home for $1,500,000 (congratulations on making a lot of money) 

and take a $1,200,000 loan.  Can you deduct the interest? 
6. That home requires you to pay $20,000 of property tax.  Can you deduct the 

$20,000? 
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Class Schedule -  ALL (TEST) DATES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

Detailed Tentative Class Schedule:  
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CHAPTER 2 FLOWCHART SUMMARY- Copied by permission but I can’t remember from 
who. 
 
 
Numbers for Calendar Year 2020 returns (in case you are using an older book – Chapter 2!)   
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For this year (2020) 
Filing requirements: 

 
Other Information for 2020    

American Opportunity Max. $       2,500   
Lifetime Learning Max. $       2,000   
Mileage Rate Allowance Medical 17 cents  per mile 
 Charity 14 cents  per mile 
 Business 57.5cents  per mile 
IRA or Roth IRA  $    6,000   + $1,000 if 50 or older 
Social Security Wages  $137,700  6.20%  $   8,537.40  
Medicare Wages unlimited 1.45%       1,996.65  
Total  7.65%     10,534.05  
Foreign Earned Income Exclusion $107,600   

Child Credit  If under 18  
 $ 2,000 
  

$1,400 
refundable 

Other Dependent credit  $500  each 
Phase outs Single Joint Tax rate 
Capital Gains - max $40,000  $80,000  0% 
Capital Gains -max $441,450 $496,600 15% 
Capital Gains - over $441,450 $496,600 20% 
Medicare Surtax - wages $200,000  $250,000  0.9% 
Med. Surtax - investment $200,000  $250,000  3.8% 

 


