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Performance Task: Step 2
Pre-Assess Student Content Literacy Strengths and Weaknesses

1. Create a Content Literacy Pre-Assessment for your students.
A. Design an assessment that provides students the opportunity to:
a) Read a sample of complex, content-rich nonfiction text in your content area;
b) Respond in writing to a prompt that requires them to both summarize and support a statement with evidence and/or reasoning, appropriate to your grade level and content;
c) Read and write grade-appropriate academic language.
B. Samples of complex, content-rich nonfiction text are available in the Common Core Standards, Appendix B (http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_B.pdf).
C. See samples of Content Literacy Pre-Assessments on pages 3-10 of this document.
2. Administer your Content Literacy Pre-Assessment to at least one full class of students. Tell students that you will not be taking anything away from their grade for this assessment, but rather it is to help you do a better job of meeting their needs. Distribute the rubric below, and tell students that this is how you will score their response. Review the rubric with them and be sure they understand it before they begin.
3. Score student responses according to this rubric (based on PARCC Rubric for Analytic and Narrative Writing):
	Content Literacy Pre-Assessment Rubric
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	4
	3
	2
	1
	0

	Accuracy of requested summary of paragraph
	Addresses prompt and provides complete, effective summary showing full comprehension of complex ideas expressed in text.
	Addresses prompt and provides effective summary showing comprehension of complex ideas expressed in text.
	Addresses prompt and provides minimal, but accurate summary of text.
	Provides accurate description at least 1 main idea.
	Provides inaccurate summary, or summary is under-developed, or student does not provide summary.

	Quality of evidence and/or reasoning
	Uses clear and convincing reasoning, details, text-based evidence, and/or description.
	Uses clear reasoning, details, text-based evidence, and/or description.
	Uses some reasoning, details, text-based evidence, and/or description.
	Uses minimal but appropriate reasoning, details, text-based evidence, and/or description.
	Provides no evidence reasoning.



4. Using a copy of the rubric, make a summary of student scores by indicating the number/percentage at each score point, like this:
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5. Go on to Step 3.
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Sample Content Literacy Pre-Assessment
History, Grades 6-8
(Text excerpt from Common Core Appendix b, page 93).

Directions:
Read the text excerpt below, then write a response to the prompts that follow it. Respond using your best writing. Your response will be scored according to the rubric on the back of this page.
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Prompts:
1. Briefly summarize the main ideas of the excerpt. Use academic language as appropriate.
2. How do the rights listed in Amendment 1 support the goals listed in the Preamble? Use reasoning, details, text-based evidence, and/or description to support your claim.
Take time to prepare your response, sketching out an outline if you prefer.
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Your response to the Content Literacy Pre-Assessment will be scored according to the rubric below.

	Content Literacy Pre-Assessment Rubric

	Responds to Prompt:
	4
	3
	2
	1
	0

	Accuracy of requested summary of paragraph
	Addresses prompt and provides complete, effective summary showing full comprehension of complex ideas expressed in text.
	Addresses prompt and provides effective summary showing comprehension of complex ideas expressed in text.
	Addresses prompt and provides minimal, but accurate summary of text.
	Provides accurate description at least 1 main idea.
	Provides inaccurate summary, or summary is under-developed, or student does not provide summary.

	Quality of evidence and/or reasoning
	Uses clear and convincing reasoning, details, text-based evidence, and/or description.
	Uses clear reasoning, details, text-based evidence, and/or description.
	Uses some reasoning, details, text-based evidence, and/or description.
	Uses minimal but appropriate reasoning, details, text-based evidence, and/or description.
	Provides no evidence reasoning.
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Sample Content Literacy Pre-Assessment
Science/Math/Technical Subjects, Grades 6-8
(Text excerpt from Common Core Appendix b, page 96).

Directions:
Read the text excerpt below, then write a response to the prompts that follow it. Respond using your best writing. Your response will be scored according to the rubric on the back of this page.
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Prompts:
1. Briefly summarize the main ideas of the excerpt. Use academic language as appropriate.
2. The excerpt describes a complex process of building used in the Middle Ages. How do you suppose that method might have been developed in that time, before most of the common tools of our times? Use reasoning, details, text-based evidence, and/or description to support your claim.
Take time to prepare your response, sketching out an outline if you prefer.
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Your response to the Content Literacy Pre-Assessment will be scored according to the rubric below.

	Content Literacy Pre-Assessment Rubric

	Responds to Prompt:
	4
	3
	2
	1
	0

	Accuracy of requested summary of paragraph
	Addresses prompt and provides complete, effective summary showing full comprehension of complex ideas expressed in text.
	Addresses prompt and provides effective summary showing comprehension of complex ideas expressed in text.
	Addresses prompt and provides minimal, but accurate summary of text.
	Provides accurate description at least 1 main idea.
	Provides inaccurate summary, or summary is under-developed, or student does not provide summary.

	Quality of evidence and/or reasoning
	Uses clear and convincing reasoning, details, text-based evidence, and/or description.
	Uses clear reasoning, details, text-based evidence, and/or description.
	Uses some reasoning, details, text-based evidence, and/or description.
	Uses minimal but appropriate reasoning, details, text-based evidence, and/or description.
	Provides no evidence reasoning.
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Sample Content Literacy Pre-Assessment
History, Grades 9-10
(Text excerpt from Common Core Appendix b, page 130).

Directions:
Read the text excerpt below, then write a response to the prompts that follow it. Respond using your best writing. Your response will be scored according to the rubric on the back of this page.
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Prompts:
1. Briefly summarize the main ideas of the excerpt. Use academic language as appropriate.
2. Why might have been the U.S. Government’s reasons for creating a “permanent Indian frontier”? What are some flaws with that decision? Use reasoning, details, text-based evidence, and/or description to support your claim.
Take time to prepare your response, sketching out an outline if you prefer.


Page 2

Your response to the Content Literacy Pre-Assessment will be scored according to the rubric below.

	Content Literacy Pre-Assessment Rubric

	Responds to Prompt:
	4
	3
	2
	1
	0

	Accuracy of requested summary of paragraph
	Addresses prompt and provides complete, effective summary showing full comprehension of complex ideas expressed in text.
	Addresses prompt and provides effective summary showing comprehension of complex ideas expressed in text.
	Addresses prompt and provides minimal, but accurate summary of text.
	Provides accurate description at least 1 main idea.
	Provides inaccurate summary, or summary is under-developed, or student does not provide summary.

	Quality of evidence and/or reasoning
	Uses clear and convincing reasoning, details, text-based evidence, and/or description.
	Uses clear reasoning, details, text-based evidence, and/or description.
	Uses some reasoning, details, text-based evidence, and/or description.
	Uses minimal but appropriate reasoning, details, text-based evidence, and/or description.
	Provides no evidence reasoning.
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Sample Content Literacy Pre-Assessment
Science/Math/Technical Subjects, Grades 9-10
(Text excerpt from Common Core Appendix b, page 136).

Directions:
Read the text excerpt below, then write a response to the prompts that follow it. Respond using your best writing. Your response will be scored according to the rubric on the back of this page.
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Prompts:
1. Briefly summarize the main ideas of the excerpt. Use academic language as appropriate.
2. Why might have been the U.S. Government’s reasons for creating a “permanent Indian frontier”? What are some flaws with that decision? Use reasoning, details, text-based evidence, and/or description to support your claim.
Take time to prepare your response, sketching out an outline if you prefer.
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Your response to the Content Literacy Pre-Assessment will be scored according to the rubric below.

	Content Literacy Pre-Assessment Rubric

	Responds to Prompt:
	4
	3
	2
	1
	0

	Accuracy of requested summary of paragraph
	Addresses prompt and provides complete, effective summary showing full comprehension of complex ideas expressed in text.
	Addresses prompt and provides effective summary showing comprehension of complex ideas expressed in text.
	Addresses prompt and provides minimal, but accurate summary of text.
	Provides accurate description at least 1 main idea.
	Provides inaccurate summary, or summary is under-developed, or student does not provide summary.

	Quality of evidence and/or reasoning
	Uses clear and convincing reasoning, details, text-based evidence, and/or description.
	Uses clear reasoning, details, text-based evidence, and/or description.
	Uses some reasoning, details, text-based evidence, and/or description.
	Uses minimal but appropriate reasoning, details, text-based evidence, and/or description.
	Provides no evidence reasoning.
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‘United States. Preamble and First Amendment to the United States Constitution. (1787, 1761)
Proamble

We, the People of the United States, in Order o form a more perfect Union, estabiish Justice, insure domestic Tran-
quilty, provide for the common defence, promote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to our-
seives and our Postarity, do ordain and estabiish this Constitution of the United States of America.

Amendment |

‘Cangress shall make no law respecting the establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof: or

abridging the freedom of speach, or of the press; or the right of people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the
‘Government for a redress of grievances.
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Macaulay, David. Cathedral: The Story of Its Construction. Boston: Houghton Miffin, 1973. (1973)
From pages 51-56.

n order to construct the vaulted ceiling a wooden scaffold was erected connecting the two walls of the choir one
hundred and thiry feet above ground. O the scaffolding wooden centerings ke those used for the flying buttresses
were installed. They would sUpport the arched stone ribs unti the mortar was dry, at which times the rios could sup-
port themselves. The ribs carried the webbing, which was the ceiling ftse. The vaults were constructed one bay at 2
time, a bay being the rectangular area between four piers.

‘One by one, the cut stones of the ribs, called voussoirs, were hoisted onto the centering and mortared nto place by
the masons. Finally the keystone was lowered Into place to lock the ribs togather at the crown, the highest point of
the arch,

‘The carpenters then installed pieces of wood, called lagging, that spanned the space between two centerings. On top
of the lagging the masons laid one course or layer of webbing stones. The lagaing supported the course of webbing.
until the mortar was dry. The webbing was constructed of the lightast possible stone to lessen the weight on the ribs.
Two teams, each with a mason and a carpenter, worked simultancousiy from both sides of the vaut - nstalling first
the lagging, then the webbing. When they met in the center the vault was complete. The vaulting over the aisle was.
constructed in the same way and at the same time.

‘When the mortar in the webbing had set, a four-inch ayer of concrete was poured over the entire vault to prevent
any cracking between the stones. Once the concrete had set, the lagging was removed and the centering was low-
red and moved onto the scaffolding of the next bay. The procedure was repeated until eventually the entire choir
was vaulted,
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Brown, Deo. Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee: An Indlan History of the American West. New York: Holt Rinehart
Winston, 1970. (1970)
From Chaptor 1: “Thelr Manners Are Decorous and Pralseworthy”

The decade following establishment of the "permanent Indian frontier” was a bad time for the eastern tribes. The.
great Cherokse nation had survived more than a hundred years of the white man's wars, diseases, and whiskey, but
now it was to be blotted out. Because the Cherokees numbered several thousands, their removal to the West was
planned to be in gradual stages, but the discovery of Appalachian gold within their territory brought on a clamor for
their immediate wholesale exodus. During the autumn of 1838, General Winfield Scoits soldiers rounded them up and
concentrated them into camps. (A few hundred escaped to the Smoky Mountains and many years later where given

a small reservation in North Carolina.) From the prison camps they were started westward to Indian Terrtory. On the.
long winter trek, one of every four Cherokees died from the cold, hunger, or disease. They called the march their “trail
of tears." The Choctaws, Chickasaws, Creeks, and Seminoles also gave up their homelands in the South. In the North,
surviving remnants of the Shawnees, Miamis, Ottawas, Hurons, Delawares, and many other once mighty tribes walked
or traveled by horseback and wagon beyond the Mississinpi, carrying thelr shabby goods, their rusty farming tools,
and bags of seed cor. All of them arrived s refugees, poor relations, in the country of the proud and free Plains
Indians.

Scarcaly were the refugees settied behind the security of the *permanent Indian frontier” when soldiers began march-
ing westward through Indian country. The white men of the United States—who talked 5o much of peace but rarely
seemed to practice it—were marching to war with the white men who had conquered the Indians of Mexico. When the
war with Mexico ended in 1847, the United States took possession of a vast expanse of territory reaching from Texas.
o California. Al of it was west of the “permanent Indian frontier.”
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BronowsKk, Jacob, and Millicent Selsam. Siography of an Atom. New York: Harper, 1965. (1965)

The birth began in a young star. A young star is a mass of hydrogen nuclel. Because the star is hot (about thirteen
millon degrees at the center), the nuclel cannot hold on to their electrons. The electrons wander around. The nuclei
of hydrogen—that s, the protons—are moving about very fast too. From time o time one proton runs headiong into
another. When this happens, one of the protons loses its electric charge and changes into a neutron. The pair then
cling together as a single nucleus of heavy hydrogen. This nucleus willin time capture another proton. Now there is a
nuclous with two protons and one neutron, called light hellum. When two of these nuclel smash into each other, two
protons are expelled in the process. This creates a nucleus of helium With two protons and two neutrons.

Thisis the fundamental process of fusion by which the primitive hydrogen of the universe is built up into a new basic
material, nellum. In this process, energy is given off n the form of heat and light that make the stars shine. It is the
first stage i the bith of the heavier atoms.
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